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Chapter 3

KATHLEEN LyNN'S EASTER RISING 1916

We watched the little bodies of men and women march
off — Pearse and Connolly to the GPO, Scan Connolly to
the City Hall. I went with the Droctor in her car. We car-
ried a huge store of first ald necessities and drowve off
through the quiet, dusty streets and across the river,
reaching the City Hall just at the very moment Com-
mandant Sean Ceonnelly and hislittle troop of men and
women swung around the comer and he raised his gun
and sheot the policeman who barred his waw A wild excite-
ment ensued, pecple ninning from every slde to see what
was up. The Dractor got out, and I remember Mrs, Bar-
rett — sister of Sean Connolly — and others helping ta
carry in the Doctors bundle. I did not meet Dr Lynn
again untll my release, when her car metme, and she wel-
cotned me to her house where she cared for me and fed
me up and locked after me till T had recovered from the
evil effects of the English priscn system.!

Moast accounts afthe 1916 rebellion have Kathleen stationed at
Dublin’s City Hall thr oughout the action of Easter Monday, 24
April, Several other ICA womnen, lncluding Madelelne, were sta-
ticned at 5t Stephen’ Green. FEuth Tallons account of City
Hall and the activities of Dy Lynn are most detalled and rely on

accounts from Matt Connolly, brother of Sean, and Jenny
shanahan, who was also staticned at City Hall 2

1

2

Constance de Marldevicz, Cwerann ne mBan Fesrme/, Vol 11, Mo, 10,
Easter, 1928, Matonal Library of Ireland.

Buth Taillom, When Fiswry Wasddade, The Wamnen of 1218 ( Belfast, 1994)
Fp- 73-54.
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Kathleen Lynn’s Easter Eiang 1914

Sean Connelly's objective was to take Dublin Castle but a
policeman barred the way, and Connaolly shot him, as described
in Markievicz’s account above. He ardered his forceto go in but
amament’s hesitation meant that the gates were closed to them.
Helena Molony fired a shot at the soldier responsible and
another comrade hurled a bomb at the guardroom; but the
bomb failed to explode and the attempt seemed doomed. Con-
nolly declded that the advantage of surprise had been lost and
ordered his small weoop to take their positions in the adjacent
City Hall and the Evemig Mad offices on the other side of
Dame Street. From these wantage peoints ICA sharpshooters
could pin down the garmison at Dublin Castle. The rebels were
well prepared for the slege at City Hall, having previously had
coples of the keys of the buillding made.’ Connollys force was
comprised of 16 men and nine women, among them the Nor-
grove sisters, Emily and Annie, Molly O'Rellly, Jenny Shana-
han, Helena Meolony, Katie Barrett (Sean Connolly’s sister),
Brigid Davis and Kathleen Lynn.?

Sean Connolly was wounded early in the afternoon of Easter
Monday as he raised the wicolour over City Hall. By the time
Kathleen crawled across the rooftop under fire to administer
ald to him, he swas dead, with his head cradled in Helena
Meolony'’s lap. Sean Connolly’s death left Kathleen, a leutenant
In the ICA, as senlor officer in charge of the outpost. Despite
their vantage points, the small force, now without thelr com-
mandant, came under heavy fire from the Castle. Helena
Moaolony and Moally O'Reilly went to the GPO to ask for rein-
forcements but there were none to be had., City Hall and the
Epenmg Mad offices were assalled by heavy machine guns.
Later that same evening Kathleen sent for Sean Connally's 13-
vear-old brother, Mart; she told him of his brothers death and
the sterling nursing work belng done by his slster Kate, Kath-
leen examined the young Matt and ordered him to get some
sleep, relieving him from his post as sniper on the rooftop of

3 Connor Kostele & Lorean Collins, The Baster Rz'.:z'?::g:.:‘f Geide to Dablm
i 1918 (Dublin, 2000 p. 114.
4  Taillon, ¥Pen Hirmry Was Made, pp. 53-54.
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Kathleen Lymn

Plate 5: Sorme of the wornen who took part inthe Easter Rising. Photo
taleen in Ely O°Carrolly parden, 1914, Kathleen and Madeleine are
scated on the ground in front row to right and left. Comrrary of Kil
mambam Gad and Musewn.

City Hall. It would appear that Kathleen’s motive for this
action wasto prevent the death of another young man from the
samne famnily. Certainly, it did save Mart Connoelly's life. Man
Connolly's memory of that night was awakening to find that,
‘the bullding seemed to shudder and wbrate with explosions
and machine gun fire. Glass crashed, doors and woodwaork
were belng shattered, and somewhere in the distant part of the
building a woman screamed. ™

Kathleens diaries begin on FHaster Monday 1914, Her
deseription of events is short, even abrupt: ‘Baster Meon. Eewvo-
luticn. Erner [Helena Molony] and I in City Hall Seaghan [sic]
Connolly shot quite early in da}r.’ﬁ It is likely that Kathleen
made this entry after the events in City Hall. It may have been

3 Tbed
&  Dhares, ¥ April 1918, Thisis the first entry in Kathleen® diaries.
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Kathleen Lynn’s Easter Eiang 1914

shock and secrecy that kept her aceount so brief, but one alsa
detects the stolclam of the physican speaking.

After the capture of thelr outpost the women, ameong them
the Norgrove sisters, Katie Barrett and Brigid Dravis, were taken
to Ship Street barracks, close to Dublin Castle. Kathleen wrote,
“...we were locked up In a filthy store, given blankets thick
with lice and fleasto cover us and some “blsouits” to lie cn, neot
enough ta go round’.” Another account ofthe ‘store’ where the
wainen were kept recounts that it contained offensve-smelling
rubbish bins that Dr Lynn insisted should be removed. As a
ph}rslclan she was aware that such debris and offal could cause
serlous risks to health.® There 1s same ireny in this, given that
the women had not only risked their health but put their lives
in imminent danger for almast 24 hours before.

This sense of outrage at the conditicns to which the prison-
ers were subjected has a particular basls in Eepublican rationale.
Throughout the entire events of the Eising and the preparations
beforehand, there was an adherence tomilitary protocols of war
and battle AT Ongst the rebels and they followed an honeour

code. Macar dle writes that The O'Rahilly, charged with finding






























