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FOREWORD

This is the first volirne in the daveis ro detfost series. The series will
comprise of a collection of biographical studies focusing on the
involvernent of wornen in Irish public life or public life abroad. While
we are sure that the series will be of interest to a wide peneral reader-
ship, these booles are intended to do more than encourage intelle chual
curiosity about Irish women® historw We hope that in publishing
these short studies on Irish wornen® lives, we can ensure their legacy
is 2 continuing influence on the thinking and work of todav fernale
acivists — and, through them, onsodal, poliical and cconomic devel-
oprnents in Ireland todaw Onr authors are therreelves womeninvaolwed
in Irish public life or Irish wornen activists working in other countries.
Thev mav be involwed in cormmmity or eectoral palitics, the trade
union movernent, of the wanend movernent. Perhaps thew are or hawve
been active in carmpaigning for sodal refonms, dvil Lberties or horman
rights or on environrmental issues. Through this book, and the wal-
urnes to follow, they will reflet on their own experiences to boing new
perspectives to the lives of their subjects.

It is appropriate that the first subject in the series is Dr Kathleen
Lynn. D1 Lynn is todav remembered primarily for her outstanding
contributions in the field of children® medicine and for her involwe-
ment in the Easter Rising of 1914, Although her name is frequently
mentoned, detail of her work has been sparse.

TWe have lmown even less about the private aide of Kathleen® life
and Marie Mulholland has broken important new ground with the
work presented here.

Kathleen Lynn was one of many young educated Insh Protestant
wornen who, in the early vears of the twentieth century, found thern-
selwes identifing with the progressive oitural, sodal and political
movernents of the daw They were wormen who, by virtue of their class
posifion, had the economic independence that enabled them to
involve themsedwes in political and sodal actvism. Their educational
advantage also gave themn the intellectual and soqal skills that sorme-
trmes allowed thern to move into posidons of leadership. We remermn-
ber them todav, partly because their qualides of leadership and
contribution to mowerments for social change were recopnised and
noted by their contermporaries. We are also able to reconstruc —how-
ever immperfealy —the lives of women like Kathleen becaise thevalso



left behind a docurnented record of their own lives. While celebratng
the legacy of wornen like Kathleen, it is important to rernernber that
the contributions and adhievernents of many of her sister comrades
hawe beenlost tous simply because their social standing preduded the
doownentaton of their lives.

Kathleen, like many of her contempaoraries, cane first to an aware-
ness of the need to challenpe the mores of 2 patriarchal sodety that
refused her equality with men. Her intellectual rigour and her sens-
tivity to the suffering and strugples of others ledher to generalise this
understanding to a holist c socalist-ferninist analyss. Her strength of
character requiredher toact on the basis of her analwsis and to involwe
herself in a wide range of political organisations and work for sodal
reform. Like her friend and cormrade Constanes Markievicz, Kathleen
sacrificed many of the privileges enjoyed by other wornen of sirmilar
sodal background when she aligned herself with the disadvantaged
and oppressed. A much preater sacrifice than the loss of economic
seourity and physical cormforts, howewer, was the esrangement fram
farmily and other dose personal relationships.

Marie Mulholland® exploration of Kathleen personal and polid-
cal relationships has been so successhul because she brings to it the
insight of her own life as both an activist and a lesbian ferninist. She is
able to read between the lines and fill in the paps of Kathleent life by
interpretng it through the prismm of her own experience. Just as
importantly, her telling of the story of Kathleen Lymn draws out the
lessons and historical parallels for those of us who are acivists today

My path first gossed that of Marie Mulholland in 1978 at a
wornenk liberation conference in Enpgland. Twas a voung ferninist who
had recently arrived in Britain from Canada. Marie was an cven
younger fominist who had recently arrived from Ireland. Marie carmne
to my notoe when she took the floor in anger to dermand of English
ferminists that thew oppose the Britgsh govermrmentt war in Ireland.
Ower the years our paths would continue to @oss many Hrmes, partic-
ularly after we both came to settle perrmanently in Ireland. Mariek
involvernent in a wide arraw of cawses and carmpaipns — as a trade
unionist, a ferminist, a lesbian, a sodalist, and a Eepublican — hasbeen
tireless. To this she has now added the label of 2 historian, Whale her
analwtical sldlls hawe been honed, her passion rermains undirninished.
Like Kathleen Lynn before her, perhaps she too will encourage by her
exurniple a new generation of wornen a civists.



