Rosamond Jacob (1888-1960)

Dramian Daoyple

Al rey life [ hawve had a ‘complex’ againet self- cometituted authonity or
weurnptiors of euperior dignity. I hate it in the male eex, in Chnoches,
in hrmamity e oppoeed to anirmale, In anetogacy, 1N @TplTes, 10 wWhite
people, in everything relating to eodal ideas of dase.

osarmmond Jacob, known to haer
Rfri&nds and fanily as Rose, waas
bom in Wataeford on Cetobar 15,

1888, the third child of Herl etta and Lods
Jacob. Her sistar, Bettry, diad at age five and
B.ose and her brothe, Tor, borm in 1884,
ware wught by Marla Walpole, a friend of
the faraily, who lived nest door to thar
horme on Mewton Hill, Waterford Ax the
age of tan cha want to the praparatory dass
at Mewtown 5dhool, the Cualer school in
Watarford, She was miseable thare, being
constantly teased by her pears who con-
sidarad her mollyeoddled. Afier a yaar she
rasimed home schooling with a dally govamnass, and later from 1002 to 1006,
lawnied French and Gemran at the Protestant ghls” high school ®

Jacob's parents dafiad the mould of the middla-class Protestint cormrmanivy
of Watarford. They weare agnostlc (though percaived as athests), antl-British,
and sodlaliced little bayond inemediate farmily, Both came from large farlias,
Hanrlatta Harvay (1840-1010), Foosa’s mothaer, was one of filve daughters and

R osame r:l.:;T_f.:J-:-::- B

B.eamond Jacob, unpubliched, incomplete autoblography, Thie and other
rranuectipt on which I have drawn for Jacob® early life are from the private
collecfion of Rosrmond’s mece, Ire. Margaret Shanahan, who landly allow ed
me access to the collecion. (H ereafter, Sharahan Papers). arm extrernely gratefial
to Margar e for her hoepirlity, wanmth and encowragement on the writng of her
aunt’e ebory.
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thrae sone of Ellzabeth Waring and Thomas Sraith Harvay who lvad just outcl da
Wateford Heanrletta's father -was an orthodox religlons Friend Her mother
bararme an agnostc and har alght children followed. Boose’s fathar, Los Jacob
(184 1-1407T), was one of fwelve In an orthodox Quake family in Clonemel. Ha
rat Hanrl atta thr ough his sistar Huldah, who was married to Hanrl erta’s brothar,
and they marled In 1887 Lowls Jacob, and hisson Torn after hirn, worked for
Hamrlatta’s brothar’s and father’s house-ageney and stock-broking firm in
Waterford.

Har fathar was 2 major Influence In Jacob's life. In her unpublichad
‘Recollactions of Louls Jacob’ she writes that he was

more unique than any other character I have mown . . . fundamenially he
wae lilkeno one aee .. Hehad taro gode, beanaty and Jretice. He wme interastad
in polifice because he widhed that jusice éhould bedone .. All hic life he
epent hie epare time drawing, mod eling, painting in water- colowre. . . The
prreait of artwas hic conception of the rmoet dedrable and abeorbing activiey
knowm to rman

Hea had w0 madn objedlons to raiglon: one was to the Bible, the other was to
tha lives and deeds of paopla who profasced orthodox Chyistlaniry, bar did nor
practlee 1t. He could not respect an orthodon Christlamity that supported the
Brtich Benpira with ie @read and cmelty, or 2 God who ordarad the anirmal
creatlon to be subjedt to, and In dread of, humans,

Though the parents ramained friandly with many of the Ouakers In
Wataford, thalr agnosticlan led to “a kind of solatlon’, while thelr support for
[rich matl onalisyn wwas “obnomious to most Protesmnte.” At the Intamati onal lava |
they syrnpathized with and supportad all opprassad peoples. Her mothe workad
on the cormrmitteas of theloed Sodeary for the Prevention of Crudty to Anirass,
with Jacoblater taking her place in this worle. Ha faither neve bacwmelnvolvad

with amy dubs or organisatl ons.

In ha autoblography, Jasob erplaine that she “swas rearad among middla-
aged paople with unorthodox rminds and artlstle and intallecnial Inter ace, and
[that she] alwrays falt both superior to the childran at school and afraid of therm’
shewas not good at school except for liserature and history. shewas partloulaly
fond of Inch history and Hographies of people hke Joan of Are wheo fired har
lraginatlon. Standsh O Grady’s books on Cudnilainn and the Fanna gave har
a fareallarity with Irish lagend and folllor e, tharnes Jacob would renen to 1n har
wrlting near the end of har lifa. When she was fiftean che bagan reading bocoks
on the United kichmen, WMoore’s Life of Lord Bhuwend Fitzgerald and Theobald
Wolfe Tone's Aubbioprapfy, and developed an inter et which, rmore than threa
decadas later, would cubminate In har Mstory, The Rise of Fre United Trishmen

¥ Shanahan Paper:.
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t7gi-1 7og. Inliteranare, har roajor influences war e Charlotte Brontéd and George
Blict. In her sarly vaars as a suffragist her politiesd influences incuded Anna
Haslarn, & Cuakar and founda of one of the firer Inch suffrage comlatles In
1874,4 and the ninetsenth-cennry 115, fardiniers, Lueetla Mot and Amalia
Bl oormer.

Jacob became agive in the adtural and political movements In [reland in
the 18gos. she was 2 marmnbar of both the Gaalle League (foundad In 1805 by
Douglas Hy da) and Inghinidhena hEiresnn? (L aaghtes of Iraland), 2 natlonalist
wornan's or ganlsaton foundadin 1000, Sheand he brothar Tom wa s rnanbars
of the Mational Leagne, which ermergad after Parnall and Davitt dishanded the
Land Laague In 1g08 both were founding membare of Waterford's 5inn Bain
Club and canwassed for the first 5inn Fan eandidate to man for Waterford
corporatlon. In the same yaar she began learning Irish and spant one month of
the next twro srremers taking Irich at Ring, County Watarford. She was alean
Irich danecar, sought after to teadh other studants different steps. Though she
straggled with the langaage In the baginning, she was able to cpeale and waite
Irish for the rest of har lifa,

Az i mambe of the Gadle Laague Jacob tock Inch languags classes, wwas
Involved In local Gaelie Leaague meetings, and often travelled to Dubhin to hear
Drouglas Hyda and othars speale. The League’s caltural confinas were s Dt on
In Jacob's wiew and her wish to ses It actively politleal 1= erldent in her 1908
proposal, ‘should the Gaelie Lesgue bacome Politieal?’” which won the
norinatlon for a debate at one of the League’s Wateford rmeetings. she was
also partleularly Interested In the taadhing of Irch history and the use of Ishin
the public schools.

In rural aress, often predorminantly Catholie, her faninist consd ousnass
and unorthodox rellglous ballafs contrastad charply with the 1des of the memb s
of the organlsations to which she bdongaed. It was within the Gaelic Leagus
that che “diseoverad the doclity of Catholles to thar clargy and the dergy’s
detarrninatlon to control then In all deparenente of hife.” Har frastratl on ermer gas
In a dlary entry whare an upeoming calll 1= discucsad at 2 meating:

A lot of thern wanted to haveitherein the roorme, 6o that was certlad apparantly,
and then they got aiting up rough about the foreign dandng. [defended it
ze well 26 [ cowdd bk they were nearly all ageinet me, & [ never heard Fr.
Crrmonde talkeo much nomsence ina given time before. Hemid round dances
wrere girictly barred by the church and that they weare iromoral, & ageinet the

4 See Mary Cullen, “Anre Mara Haclarm', in Mary Cullen and Maria Luddy {ede),
Women, Power and Consiousnes in MNencicenth-Centty Treland: Eight Biogwephical
Stedies (Cubling, 1004), pp. I6I-I064.

* See Margarer Ward, Ubmanggarble Eaclutionavier: Women and hish M fonclizn
(Lordon, 1083), pp. 40-87.
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fith & gth comerandmente, *or what pee call the Tthand 1oth’ (thie to rme) and
to the bet of roy remeambrance caet aepereions on every decant wornan that
dances them (the men don’trmater half eo much of cowres). .. Torm and Mr.
O Teill ard I were the anly ones that voted for the foregn dances "

she also resanted the dosing down of WP, Byan’s wealdy, The Irish Paasant, In
IGIG, due to pressure frorm Cardina Logue. According to Jasob 1t had offandad
hirn by treating the cergy as ordinary people with whom one could argue and
disagraa. In losing The Iish Peasant [raland “lost a splendid organ of dwilicad
natlonal thought and aaltare” and she noted In har autcbiographsy:

I becarne a bitter ant-cleric and fresthinker. And roy feelings 26 a worman
helped in this; the rale monopoly of the pristhood eeatned tomean ourage
onjustd ce and made me hate the whole inetifadon for it inguetice e well 2 it
tyranny, and [ never to thie day @n eee why other women do not feel thic ae
I did.

One of Jacob’s axellest polit eal activitlaswas In 1011 wAth Inghim dhana hEireann
in Waterford That vear the King and Queen of Bngland wisited Dublin, and as
the Oueen’s narne was lay, the authorities decidad to have all the arys of
[raland pay wribute through a collaction of slgnatares to be presentad to the
roral couple. Inghinidhe na hEireann ciradated a rapudiatlon. of this to ba
slgned by as many [rish arys as possible. Going from house o0 housa colleaing
nanes was & huge ordeal for Jacob whose shynass made opening the subject
afrach to sach woran simply agony.

Dhalng this time she was also lnvolved with Priends’ Reliaf, a Oualcar
group ln Watarford The work exposad her to the poverty In rural and wrban
Wataford and she <was alectad secretary of the Cormrritres for Soclal Bdomm
in Watarford Civy. The corurvites addrassad lssuas such as ganbling in tha
streats and drinking, which they belleved conwibuted to the povarty of women
and dhildran. Wambare Interviawad priasts and police 1n the dry, and wisitad
farnilies in the shans to recornwmend thern for relief prograrms. Her -anitings
chiomwr that Riose was sansitiva to har olass position and erities] of the patronising
approach of some rmembars of the committes

Jacob had been wvisting Dublin aach siprone after har father’s death In
1007, staying with Jesephine and Benily Wabb, dose friende of her Avmt Hammah,
Frorm 1912 w0 1010 shetwavalled to Dublinrmore ragulaly, ecpacially for auffraga
and (aalle Laague meatings and lacnar e, while ramaning 1n Watarford to cara
for her seni-invalid mother. She spaake of thase visits as highlight in har life,
allowing har to rake flends with othe saffragisrs and solidifying parconal

& B.cearnord Jacob, Diaries, 19 Dday 1907, Iie 02,482 (14), Jacob Papere, INatonal
Library of Irdard , Dublin. (Hereafter, Jacob Dian es).
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ralatlonchips. The meost notable was with Hanna Sheshy Skdfingron, whom
she first mat 1n 1015 and whe basame a lifd ong frlend. He antagonian tomwar &
the church was augmentad through her caompalgning as 2 suffraglst Affar cha
had read 2 parmphlet on the position of wornen by Father Kane che noted, [h]e
gats a Bt rodxed towards the and . . . but the upshot 1s that women should have
the wvote but no more than that, and should be always subordinate to men. Ifis
a daplorable thing to have sudh 4 panphlat clrcalating with divine authoney
about the country, bt that's what cornes of Christlanity. @

Jacab bacwrne a mernbar of both the dvarormen’s Pranchise Laggua (IWEL),
founded in 1¢08 by Hanna Sheshy Skeffington and Margarat Cowusins as the
first [rish suffrage sodiaty prapared to use militant matice,? and of Cumann na
mPBan, founded in 1014 as & women's ausdliay to the Iish Volunteas? and
contributed to the suffaga-first versie natlonfirst debate arnong natlonalist
farninise. In a latter to the suffrace newspanaer. the [reh Cifizen In 1014 cha




























































