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Chapter 3

KATHLEEN LyNN'S EASTER RISING 1916

We watched the little bodies of men and women march
off — Pearse and Connolly to the GPO, Scan Connolly to
the City Hall. I went with the Droctor in her car. We car-
ried a huge store of first ald necessities and drowve off
through the quiet, dusty streets and across the river,
reaching the City Hall just at the very moment Com-
mandant Sean Ceonnelly and hislittle troop of men and
women swung around the comer and he raised his gun
and sheot the policeman who barred his waw A wild excite-
ment ensued, pecple ninning from every slde to see what
was up. The Dractor got out, and I remember Mrs, Bar-
rett — sister of Sean Connolly — and others helping ta
carry in the Doctors bundle. I did not meet Dr Lynn
again untll my release, when her car metme, and she wel-
cotned me to her house where she cared for me and fed
me up and locked after me till T had recovered from the
evil effects of the English priscn system.!

Moast accounts afthe 1916 rebellion have Kathleen stationed at
Dublin’s City Hall thr oughout the action of Easter Monday, 24
April, Several other ICA womnen, lncluding Madelelne, were sta-
ticned at 5t Stephen’ Green. FEuth Tallons account of City
Hall and the activities of Dy Lynn are most detalled and rely on

accounts from Matt Connolly, brother of Sean, and Jenny
shanahan, who was also staticned at City Hall 2

1

2

Constance de Marldevicz, Cwerann ne mBan Fesrme/, Vol 11, Mo, 10,
Easter, 1928, Matonal Library of Ireland.

Buth Taillom, When Fiswry Wasddade, The Wamnen of 1218 ( Belfast, 1994)
Fp- 73-54.
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Kathleen Lynn’s Easter Eiang 1914

Sean Connelly's objective was to take Dublin Castle but a
policeman barred the way, and Connaolly shot him, as described
in Markievicz’s account above. He ardered his forceto go in but
amament’s hesitation meant that the gates were closed to them.
Helena Molony fired a shot at the soldier responsible and
another comrade hurled a bomb at the guardroom; but the
bomb failed to explode and the attempt seemed doomed. Con-
nolly declded that the advantage of surprise had been lost and
ordered his small weoop to take their positions in the adjacent
City Hall and the Evemig Mad offices on the other side of
Dame Street. From these wantage peoints ICA sharpshooters
could pin down the garmison at Dublin Castle. The rebels were
well prepared for the slege at City Hall, having previously had
coples of the keys of the buillding made.’ Connollys force was
comprised of 16 men and nine women, among them the Nor-
grove sisters, Emily and Annie, Molly O'Rellly, Jenny Shana-
han, Helena Meolony, Katie Barrett (Sean Connolly’s sister),
Brigid Davis and Kathleen Lynn.?

Sean Connolly was wounded early in the afternoon of Easter
Monday as he raised the wicolour over City Hall. By the time
Kathleen crawled across the rooftop under fire to administer
ald to him, he swas dead, with his head cradled in Helena
Meolony'’s lap. Sean Connolly’s death left Kathleen, a leutenant
In the ICA, as senlor officer in charge of the outpost. Despite
their vantage points, the small force, now without thelr com-
mandant, came under heavy fire from the Castle. Helena
Moaolony and Moally O'Reilly went to the GPO to ask for rein-
forcements but there were none to be had., City Hall and the
Epenmg Mad offices were assalled by heavy machine guns.
Later that same evening Kathleen sent for Sean Connally's 13-
vear-old brother, Mart; she told him of his brothers death and
the sterling nursing work belng done by his slster Kate, Kath-
leen examined the young Matt and ordered him to get some
sleep, relieving him from his post as sniper on the rooftop of

3 Connor Kostele & Lorean Collins, The Baster Rz'.:z'?::g:.:‘f Geide to Dablm
i 1918 (Dublin, 2000 p. 114.
4  Taillon, ¥Pen Hirmry Was Made, pp. 53-54.
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Kathleen Lymn

Plate 5: Sorme of the wornen who took part inthe Easter Rising. Photo
taleen in Ely O°Carrolly parden, 1914, Kathleen and Madeleine are
scated on the ground in front row to right and left. Comrrary of Kil
mambam Gad and Musewn.

City Hall. It would appear that Kathleen’s motive for this
action wasto prevent the death of another young man from the
samne famnily. Certainly, it did save Mart Connoelly's life. Man
Connolly's memory of that night was awakening to find that,
‘the bullding seemed to shudder and wbrate with explosions
and machine gun fire. Glass crashed, doors and woodwaork
were belng shattered, and somewhere in the distant part of the
building a woman screamed. ™

Kathleens diaries begin on FHaster Monday 1914, Her
deseription of events is short, even abrupt: ‘Baster Meon. Eewvo-
luticn. Erner [Helena Molony] and I in City Hall Seaghan [sic]
Connolly shot quite early in da}r.’ﬁ It is likely that Kathleen
made this entry after the events in City Hall. It may have been

3 Tbed
&  Dhares, ¥ April 1918, Thisis the first entry in Kathleen® diaries.
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Kathleen Lynn’s Easter Eiang 1914

shock and secrecy that kept her aceount so brief, but one alsa
detects the stolclam of the physican speaking.

After the capture of thelr outpost the women, ameong them
the Norgrove sisters, Katie Barrett and Brigid Dravis, were taken
to Ship Street barracks, close to Dublin Castle. Kathleen wrote,
“...we were locked up In a filthy store, given blankets thick
with lice and fleasto cover us and some “blsouits” to lie cn, neot
enough ta go round’.” Another account ofthe ‘store’ where the
wainen were kept recounts that it contained offensve-smelling
rubbish bins that Dr Lynn insisted should be removed. As a
ph}rslclan she was aware that such debris and offal could cause
serlous risks to health.® There 1s same ireny in this, given that
the women had not only risked their health but put their lives
in imminent danger for almast 24 hours before.

This sense of outrage at the conditicns to which the prison-
ers were subjected has a particular basls in Eepublican rationale.
Throughout the entire events of the Eising and the preparations
beforehand, there was an adherence tomilitary protocols of war
and battle AT Ongst the rebels and they followed an honeour
code. Macar dle writes that The O'Rahilly, charged with finding
a means of escape from the GPO, first assured himself of the
safety of the 13 Eritish prisoners that the rebel HQ had taken.
Then, in an effort to advance scout a route out through Moaore
Street, he was shot dead.? The story of the Stephen’s Green
park keeper coming twice a dav to feed the ducks, and combat-
ATTS Preservl tlg a ceascefire to allow him to do so, has lost nene
ofits pathos;!® nor has that of Pearse surrendering his sword at
the post in Parnell Street to Brigadier-General Lowe.

These storles capture the underlying sense, perhaps mis-
placed or even profoundly foclish, that both sides in a war sub-
seribe to a bellef In the essentlal nobility of the combatants.
Kathleen, a woman notably sucenet, tock twice as long to
recount the state of her prison quarters as she did to describe

T Jbed

8 R M. Fow, The Green Bamners The Srvy of the Fridh Sbragyle { Lendom,
1938 p. 153,
Diorothy Macardle, The frid Repuediic (London, 1937 p. 184,

10 Keostick & Collins, 7he Easter Rigny, p. T4,
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Kathleen Lymn

Plate &: Aftermmath of shelling in Henry Street, Dublin, Easter 1914.
Ielsont Colurmn on &'Connell Street can beseenin the backgr ound.
Cosptesy of Matomal Lbrary of Trelind,

the traumatic events that preceded her captivity or even those
that followed. Thisisanindication af her shock thather captors
did not respect the honour code she expected to underpin the
treattnent of a surrendered foe.

Kathleen was held in Ship Street Barracks from 24 April to |
Maw The surrender of the rebels came on Saturday, 29 April,
and was courlered to all remaining insurgent cutpasts by Elisa-
beth O°'Farrell, who soon joined Kathleen in Ship Street.! The
centre of Dublin lay in muins; 142 British soldiers and palice-
men, &4 Veolunteers and an estimated 254 cwvilians had been

11 Interestngly, Elismbeth O Farrell isturied in the Matonal Grawe Flotin
Flasnevin. She died in 1957 and is buried with her “faithful comrade and
lifelong friend, Sheila Grenan” The grawestone was erected in 1951,
{Intcrmation supplied by Iish IMatonal Graves Association )
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Kathleen Lynn’s Easter Eiang 1914

killed, and a further 2,000 wounded. Dublin’s Fire Brigade
Chief put the cost of damaged bulldings at £1.1 millicn, with
almmest £] million of stock lost. 12

Omn | May Kathleen, like the majority of republicans arrested,
was moved to Kilmainham Gacl.l® The Gacol had been taken
over as an anmy detentlon barracks at the start of the First
World War, originally having operated as a convict prison untl
1910, By the time the Eepublican prisoners arrived, the gaol was
without heat ar light because the gas supply had been cut off by
the Irish Volunteers during the fighting, The women were held
in the alder west wing, builtin the 1790s and In serious disre-
pair with very poor sanitary facilities.!# Despite the conditions
and the frightening uncertalnty as to her evental fare, Kath-
leen wrote on 2 May: “Saw MM {Madcln:inc firench-Mullen)
carly this mg. Greatest jow’l? Yet agaln Lynn’s brevity would
belie the emotlonal content of the stuation. The depth ather
lowe for Madeleine and the affection between them would have
made the Intervening days and events until thelr reunlon
unbearable. The anxiety of not knowing where Madelelne was
or even 1f she was allve are characteristically reduced tothe sim-
ple but profound response of, “Greatest jov’.

Kathleen, Madeleine and Helena Melony shared a cell
together and consequenty the conditions of her i ]mprls-:.nmcnt
were made more tolerable with the company ofher most Intimate
friends. Ceonstance Marldevice was kept In solitary confinement
and all owed no contact with the others. Unkneown tomeost of the
wamen prisoners, the surdving male leaders of the Rising were
also held in Kilmainham. As the executions tock place the muth
began to dawn: On Toes. Wed. Thurs, at 3am we heard volleys
fired under cell wind osws. On Taes, 3, Wed 3, Thurs 1. We hear
theyhave shot members ofthe Provislonal Govt. Heard 3 shots
this mg. Told later on Mallin, Ceannt & Ceolbert had been shot’, 16

12 Joed, p 125

13 Kathlesn Iymn% Diares, 1 May 19148,

14 Sinfad McCoole, Gens & Chiffem: Wimmen Revals tiwnavies and Exfmambam
Geaaf, (Cublin, 1997) pp. 29-30.

15 Kathleen Iymn’s Diares, 2 May 1918,

16 Jbid, 3-8 May 1215,
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Kathleen Lymn

Lt.-General Sir John Maxwell, commander of the Britsh
Forees in Ireland, declded who should be detalned further and
allocated the prisoners to thelr eventual places of confmement.
Many ofthe women werereleased, their sex a dedlding factorin
their fate. On the evening of 8 May, the wormnen in Kilmainham
were ordered tothe central hall. Those whose names were called
had to cross to one side and were informed of their release.l”
Tirelve women, known to the police before the Rising, were fur-
ther detained. Despite Maxwell’s distaste for impriscning
women, he believed 1t would be unwise to have these women “at
large’. Among them were Countess Markievicz, Helena Meolony,
Madeleine firench-Mullen and Dr Kathleen Lymn.

On 10 May, Kathleen was moved to Mount] oy Gacl.!® Kath-
leen’s diary entries from this periad cease one week later, on 17
May. During the first week of June, Kathleen’s belowved
Madeleine was released, along with four ofher comrades. The
remalning women were transported to England. Kathleen's
farnily had influential contacts and strong representations were
made to prevent her from being incarcerated in an English
prison. They argued for Kathleen to be taken into care with a
fammily friend, the raticnale belng that she was ... a sort of
lunatic’, as Kathleen later recalled.!? MNatur ally, Kathleen
rejected such interventions but the Great War had placed oner-
ous demnands cn medical practiioners and physlclans were
urgently needed in England. With the help of Jenny VWise
Powrer, who took no part in the Elsing, work was arranged for
Kathleen with Dr Cusack, a Galway man working as aloonm at
Abingdon outside Bath. In July of that year, her sister Muriel
was taken 1] and penmisson was granted for Kathleen to remum
to Cong to minister to her. By the time she remamed in August
to Dr Cusack’s practice the autheorities had agreed she could

17 MeCocle, Gams and Chiffan, p. 31

18 Kathleen Iymn% Diares, 10 May 1914,

19 Kathlean Izmn} smtements to the Milimry History Tibunal Lymn’s
Home Cffice 1915 files hase been desmoyed (DL, Tapder, Home Otfice,
to Buane, 19 February 19948). See correspondence betwesn Home Office,
Cmblin Castle and Tublin Metropolitan Police, Mational Archives of Ie-
land, 1350345,
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Kathleen Lynn’s Easter Eiang 1914

return to Dublin.?” Tiwe of the women intermees were released
in July and the other three the following December. Constance
Markievicz, who had been sentenced to life Iimprisomment, was
released in June 1917,

Kathleen Lynn 15 described as ‘the sole femnale doctor with
nationalist spmpathies’?! Just how did these spmpathies develop
tothe stage where shejeopardised her professional and personal
relationships by jolning a revoluti onary army and taking part in
an arned uprisings Kathleen has left no intimate reflections on
her involvement, nor any explanation ofher motivations. In the
absence of such material, a new lens must be taken to the per-
sonal records of the diarles.

In the week before her deportation, Kathleen’s family and
family friends commenced a concerted campalgn to persuade
her to disavow her comrades and her politics. The diary entries
show how difficult this time was for Kathleen. These are the
only sustalned comments on her emotional responsestoher st-
natlon and the first msghts nto the rift with her family, The
day before her transfer to Mountjow, she notes that a message
was delivered to her from family friends, the Carletons, adwvis-
ingher togiveupher REepublican friends".” The following day
her father, ‘Fardie’, comes to remeonstrate with her in Mount) o
and the vt is obviously a disressing one for both: % . .itishard
to grieve one’s father, but I could not do otherwise ™ ?

Omn 12 May, the family renew their assault. Both her sister
and father wisit her with disturbing effect:

A wvery black Friday. Fardie and INan were here, ch so
reproachful, they wouldn't listen to me and looked as if
they would cast me off forever. How sorry I am for their
sorrow! Brin needs very big sacrifices. I am glad they go

home to-morrow. Why do they always misunderstand
mesdd

20 DIAIL 13503415,

21 WiArd, Unmanaparlie Revele genaes, po 103,
22 Kathleen Iymn’s Diardes, 9 May 1918,

23 Jeid, 10 May 1914,

24 Jbad, 12 May 1916,
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Kathleen Lymn

There 15 a polgmancy to this entry. It 1s the volee of a daughter,
a sibling whose actions have confounded and shamed her fam-
ilw and shels bewildered by their reaction. Kathleen’s final sen-
tence implies that her troubles with the family are not new cnes;
the questicn does not appear to be thetorical. Eather, it1saplea
for understanding and enlighternment astohow she has become
so dislocated from them. Some days later she writes, "Saw D,
Maguire yesterday and Dora Carleton, bath very disapproving.
Lizzie Smartt today the sarme’?? These are Kathleen’s peers in
background and soclal positon. Kathleen had betrayed the
expectations of her gender, her social class, the politics of that
class, her family and her profession. She had sacrificed all that
for a bloody, illl-fated armed rebellion, allving herself with peo-
ple whom her family and their friendslooked upon as a bunch
ofrebels andrenegades. Itisnot difhenlt to understand the frus-
traticn and anger of her family and old friends. But how does
ane understand Kathleen®

EKathleen’smaother Katharine died in 1915; her anniversaryis
noted regularly in the dlaries and frequent trips to her grave in
Dreansgrange cemetery are recorded. After Katharine’s death,
Kathleen was closest to her mothersunmarried sister Flerence.
It was in the Dun Laoghaire home of dear “aunt Flo’ that Kath-
leen found unquestioning acceptance and perhaps somethin
like the maternal love that she so missed. Kathleen 15 buried
with Katharine Wimne, in the grave that Kathleen and Flao is-
ited often together and where flowers were always laid.2® Tt was
to Flo that Kathleen turned for solace and acceptance, particu-
larly during the years after her involvermnent in the Easter Eis-
ing, when she was barred from the family home in Cong.
Kathleen’s despair and anguish ower the estrangement 1s most
palpablein the diaries at Christmastime. Despite the ssterhoad
and company of women friends and comrades throughout the
year, the raditional season of family and hearth was a panful
reminder of her loss, Aunt Flo’s open door notwithstanding:
‘Christnas with Aunt E a happy day, the’ lonely, they won't

25 Jbed, 17 May1914.
24 Deansgran ge Cemetery Plet Mo, 100/R.5 /5557
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Kathleen Lynn’s Easter Eiang 1914

haveme still at home™ 7 and °. . . when shall Igohome again for
Chrisonas:s’ 49

Finally, in 1920, the fammilyrelented at the eleventh hour (one
wonders had Aunt Flo a hand in persuading them), but strin-
gent conditions were attached to her wat: Letter by this mgs
[moming’s] post to say I may go home for Xmas if I won'’t have
a demonstration {do they picture bands?), or see people not
their Wdtars. Ill go jovhully but come back Meon2?

Kathleen can return, but only as a demure daughter, and
there 1s to be no radical talk or presence in the family hame.
With this kind of censorship — in the midst of a reign of terror
by Elack and Tans, arrests, deprivations and sanctioned killings,
and Kathleen herselfin the preceding year having to flee raids
and go ‘cn the run’ on occaslons — it 1s unsurprising to learn
that, despite Kathleen’s best intentions, the wst was franght.
Her father preached a sennon on 5t Stephen’s Day denoune-
ing nationalists and justifying the actlons taken against them.
MNot satisfied to indst his daughter submit to his will whilst in
hiz home, he then willfully and publicdy provoked her:
“...Ewening sermon annoyed me much, hate my father to be
unfair. He should say nothing ifhe can only think of police’ Y
Despite her obvious desire to be accepted into the family and
her effortsto comply with their conditions, Kathleen’s was not
a prodigal return to the fold. She took a stand against the fam-
il¥'s condemnation of her beliefs, precipitating arow beforeher
departure: We had argument re murders ete. before I left. I
hope they take it as it was meant, for they only see one
side. . .31 ‘they’ belng not only her father but also her two sis-
ters Murlel and Nan. Murlel was a staunch TUTnionist and after
Independence took up resldence in Northern Ireland, stating
Ler preference for living under the Union Jack.’? The family
had tested her desire to be with them and it appears that this

27 Kathleen Iymn’s Diardes, 25 December 1917,
28 Jbid, 16 December 1914,

29 Jbid 24 December 1920,

30 Jed, 28 December 1920

31 Jbad, 27 December 1920

32 Author interview, 9 May 2000
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may have been anticpated, at least by Madeleine, The same
entry ends, % .. M [Madeleine] met me, she and I are glad I'm
back.”? One can sunmise the discussions between them before
Kathleen returned to Cong and Madeleine’s anxieties for her
whilst there. The two often travelled separately on political
business around the country or on errands for 3t Tltan's, It was
unusual for Madelelne to meet Kathleen’s train and it indicates
the concern she must hawve felt for Kathleens emoatlonal well-
being whilst at Cong. It 1s also interesting to note that
Madeleine never accompanied Kathleen on any of her trips ta
the Lynn family home.

Eobert Lynn died in 1923 and Kathleen was with him at the
end.** Itisnot known ifthere had been a reconciliation between
the two, given her determination to have her family accept her
as she was. A tentative, perhaps conditional, arTang ement seetms
to have allowed her to rernain in contact, Including Infrequent
visits to Cong up until the time of her father’s death. The effort
to remain in touch with her family seems to have emanated
solely from Kathleen and required the sublimation afher cwn
sensibilities as the price of thelr toleration. After ‘Fardie’’
death, Kathleens unmarried slsters had to vacate the rectary for
the next Incumbent. The diaries indicate that Kathleen was
keen tohave them live cdose to herin Dublin. She made several
efforts to find them appropriate accommodation, which were
re] ected.’?

An Interesting postscript to the Lynn family dynamics s the
disappearance — after their mother’s death — of Kathleen's
younger and only brother, John, In the same year ofher father’s
death, 1923, a diary entry on 3 Novermnber reads: John’s birth-
daw Where 1s he to-day? I think off [sic] when I first heard of
his birth, dear John.™® Buane’s rescarch has uncovered that
John, without taking leave of the family, had gone with his wife
to Australia, later deserting her there whilst she was pregnant
with a third child. In later years, Kathleen acked down this

33 Kathleen Lynn’ Diares, 27 December 1920,
34 fid, 8§ April 1923,

35 fid, April-May 1923,

36 Mid, 3 Mevember 1923,

52



Kathleen Lynn’s Easter Eiang 1914

family and established contact with her only nieces and
nv:phw.ﬁ

Kathleen’s declslon to become a doctar and the commitment
it required — at a time when women were barred from many
professions and thelr education still regarded as something of
an aberraticn — Iindicates a profound motivation. Her strong
sense of soclal justice led her to dedicate her skillstothe service
ofthe most disadvantaged, but in particular to the most wulner-
able of all, the children. We can coly speculate as to whether
childhood experiences of wulnerability within her own family
were at the root of her passionate empathy for her young
paticnts.m Kathleen exerted herself far beyond most of her
medical peersin her efforts to provide amaeore heolistic approach
to the physical and emotional needs ofher charges. When she
intraduced [t Marlia Montessorl and her methodsto S5t Ultan’s
in 1934, Meontessorl had been denounced by the Vatican forher
promotion of children’s emotional and sexual consclousness.
Euane has pointed out that ‘Both doctors shared a profound
belief in the essential human and civil rights of the child’*?
Kathleen was on a quest. It was not enough to save infants and
children fram the diseases and illnesses caused by poverty and
neglect, nor to prevent the ccourrence of such diseases by intro-
ducing the ploneering vaccnation treatnent of Dirs Stopford-
Price and Alston. Kathleen Wiewed children as individuals with
rights and emotional needs

This was her life’s work as a physiclan, a vocatlon developed
in early childhood. There is little more than brief factual mate-
rial on Kathleen’s carly Life, most of it relating to the genealogy
ofher parentage and her father’s professonal progress. Neither
was Kathleen given to introspection or much personal reflec-
ticn 1n her own writings. She was 2 woman who acted, who
ldentified an Injustice in need ofredress and tock bath perscnal
and political steps to ensure its eradication. Even in this most

37 Author interview, @ May 2000

3% Interview with Fuane, where Kathleen® fathersanth oritaranism was dis-
cussed, 9 May 2000

39  Euane, Tm Dwbim Hoewen, p. 006,

40 Jbad, p G5,

53



Kathleen Lymn

basic of instincts, she differed from her family and siblings. It
would appear from the few reminiscencesleft to us by Kathleen
thather perceptions of conditions around her and her responses
to them were at varlance with those of her family from an early
age. Kathleen, like many of the new generation of medical
warmnen, put her skills at the service of those most in need, but
she went further than any of her contemporaries. Having wit-
nessed prave soclal inequities, Kathleen was impelled to take
direct action to overthr ow the system she held responsible.
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