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Introduction

Meary Cullen and Maria Luddy

t 1z often assumed that onece Irish women won the right to vote in 1018

thalr political interasts, for those who rermained politieally active, wara

channalled into supporting the cause of Irich freadom. This overlooks a
nurrnbar of raalitias Inthe first place, the reajority of Irish suffra glets wara naithar
rapubll canie nor natlonalise. Secondly, the vote did not deliver the full faninst
prograrrene. W omen who ware activaly Involv ad In the Indapendanca carnpalgn
found they had to continually demand political aquality with thair male
eolleagues. Por thern and othe farminice the seuggle to achieve fll and activa
dtlzanchip for women contimaad ove the dacades Thirdly, the objadives of
many natlonallst and republican women wwent beyond the attainment of
Indapendance to tha kind of state they wanted and they, iInduding sax of the
wornen In this book, continued to wozls for this

Aftar 1622 women tended to find thermeelyas marginalicad and raspi sad in
the [rich Free State. One man catalogue the sconomie and legal restwaints: the
1020 Clvil Sarvice Act lagalizad & sax bamder In corapetitiors for posts; from
1027 womnen weare affectively barred from Jury service unde the Jurles Aet;
from 1052 fanae dvl sarvants and taadhaers lost thalr Jobs on rmanlage; In 1954
the Criminal Law Amendiment Aot placad a cormplate ban on the Importation
of all contracaptives; In 1958 the Conditions of Bmploymeant Aot arapowrerad
the minlstar to restrlet the employment of women In Industry; the 1937
Constituton dearly signified the place of wormen as balng axcludively in the
homa; 1051 saw the MWlother and Child’ echane controvarsy. The mpact of
Catholle soclal teaching was also an oppressive foree. These are toples that have

racalvad some atentlon for historlans * Lass oftan explored ara the lves of

T For accounts and intapretations of thee events cee the following, Marmnn
CGialanella VValiuhe, ‘D&ﬁrﬁng thear role 1n the new etmte: rebwomen’s protest
againet the jurie act of 1027 iIn The Camedian Joernal of Tish Stedies, 17, 1 (July
1002, pp. 43-60; dew., “Power, gender and identity in the Ineh Free State’ m
Jetanal of Wemen's Higovy, 674471 (Winver! Springg, 10940, pp. 117-136; idem.,
M edther ferniniet nor flapper™: the ecclesiastical corstmacion of the ideal Insh
worman’ in b, OT owd and 5. Wichert (ede ), Cheied, Sovant o Cifizen: Women's
Strius in Chewh, Sizée and Sodedy (Belfaer, 1004), pp. 168-178; Mary E. Daly,
AW omen in the Irieh Free Smte, 1g922-1030: the interact on bepw een economice
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thaose iIndividuals whe played an actlve role In Iish polifieal 1ifa throughourt tha
twantleth canfury. Sorme of these wormen provide the subjects for the blographies
that followr.

Thea lives of Wary Galway, Wargoee Cousins, Healena Wolony, Hanna
sheshy Skeffington, Loule Bannett, Kathleen [smn and Roosarmond Jacob wara
often intelinked and 4 marnber of these women ware close friends, politieal
allias and somalrmes politiesd opponents. Some of thess wormen are alvaady
known, perhaps sheehy Skeffington belng the most recognisable. ® For the
othare sorne aspacts of thalr work are raadily 1dantifiad but bayond that thaey
ranain shadowy fimares. There are rmany who still ramerber the worl of Lymn
and the rola she playved In astablishing 5t Ttan’s Hospital Bennett, Galway
and Wolony are known prirnarily to labowr historlans. Cousins 1s partloulsely
assoclated with the suffrage conpaign in rdand but fawr are aware of her life in
India whera che want to live 1n 10135, Thesa blographical studias shaowr that far
from balng lmitad or confined to cne activiry these women were slgnificant
playrars In & mumber of campalgnes and on a wide range of leues. All of than can
ba assodated with the suffrage cause. Galway opanly supported It within the
frade unlon movameant Couslne and Sheshy Skaffington astabliched the relitane
Irish Wormen’s Franchise Leaguein 1608 1n ordar to reavitalise a adfrage campalgn
that thay falt lacked necassary vigour. Molony was aso a supportar of suffrage,
though more sirongly dlied to the natlonaliss canse than many othe saffraglsts
at this tirne Bennatt was Involvad In organising both tha [sh Warnen's Suffraga
Federation to link together the analle groups and the Irish Wormen's B dorm
Laague in 1011 to indude as far as possible the danands of worling wormen.

ard ideclogy’ in Jotwnal of Women's Fistory, 6747771 (Winwer/ Spring, 1004, pp.
0-I16; idew., ""Oh, Eathleen M1 Houliben, %our Way'e a Thomy Wyl ™ the
condifion of wormen in twentieth- cantry Irdand’, in A Bradley and I, Gialanela
Valivlie (ede), Gender and Sextzlity in Modevn Feland (Amheset, 1007), pp. 102~
126; Yvorme Sannell, “The constitution and the rale of women’, in B, Farrell
fed.l, Dre Valoa's Consiifuion and Qs (Dubling 1988), pp. 123-1346; Mary Clancy,
‘Aspect of women's contibution to the Oirsachize debate in the sh Free Sate’
mm I Luddy and C Muarphy (ede)), Weman Stavnving: Studies in hish Women's
Histovy in the 1" and 2% Centwies (Dhblin, 1009), pp. 206-232; Caitdona
Bemumont, W omen, ciizendip and Catholiciem in the Ineh Free Sate, 1022~
10487, Wemen = Hisfovy Eadew, 6 (4),(I007), pp. $62-58%; ides., W ormen and the
polifice of equality: the Inech wornen’s movanent, 193619437, in I, Glalanella
Valivlie ard M. O Trowd (ede.), Women and Histovy in frelend (Dubling, 1007, pp.
173-18%; Sandra Melvoy, “The repulation of easmality in the Ineh Fres Smte,
I020-10347, in 7. Jonee and B Malcolm (ede.), Mediane, Divazse and fhe Skrie in
Frelznd (Cork, 10000, pp. 243-2614.

* Ses Leah Leverson and [erry MNatteretad, Henne Shedry Skdfington: Ivish Feminisi
(Srracke, IQRE); Maria Luddy, Heane Shedy Skdfingon (Cubling, 1005); Margr o
Ward, Haneme Shedvy Skdfingion: & Life (Cork, 1000).
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Jazob and Lynn weare also active suffraglsts. By 1011 thara ware about alghtaeen
suffrage soclatles throughout the country, catering for a varlary of politieal and
raligious badegroumds, though, awprangly, thae was no distinet natonalist
wornen's audfrage sod ary, There we e also many indivl duals within the carnpaign
who war e sympathatle to the labowr movemeant. It was, parhaps, these women’s
warlous Involverment in this campalgn that shaped ther political owtlock. The
politiesd equality of wormen with men was the cantral sause within suffraga.
Falning the parllamentary franchise in IGI8 saw the disslpation of the political
anaglas of wany, but sorme faeniniste recogrnized that real aquality In sodal,
econornle and political terrns had not yet been achieved Thealr carrpalgning
continuaad, for the majority of the woren in this book, right up until the tiraes
of thalr deaths.

Fiva of thasa wornen lived in Dublin for rmaost or all of thelr worling livas
though Lynn graw up In Countles Wlayo and Longford, and Jacob in Waterford
Couslns, from Boyle In County Roscomumon, was aso Dublin-based during
har shaort but active Iish politieal caree. Galwary was the axmcaption, born in
Moira, County Down, and growing up and living in Belfast in a family of inen
wotkas. Thras, Galway, Shadhy Skaffington and Malony, cune from Catholle
farnilies, though Sheehy sSkafington firmly abandoned formal rdigion in aduls
Iifa. Bannar, Couslne and Lynn all eame from Chuardh of [ralind backgrounds
while Jacob was of Quaker dascant though both she and her parents wera
agniostles by convietion. Wost war e middla class, and Bennett, Cousine, Shadhy
okeffington, [smn and Jacob ware most often cormforably off, aven if at tirmas
rooney was searce, | halr sencbility was widdle class. Both Molony and Galwesy
carne from lass affluent backgrounds and both undestood poverty and theneeds
of women who wotked from their cwn life exparlence.

The polinesl activiam of these women straddled the partnon of Ireland
Tha Dublin-based wornen were all actively Involved In separatiss natlonalist
polities during the fivet o decadas of the rarantlath cantry. Lymn and ol ooy
wareadlve ln the 1918 Rising while sheehy Skeffington helped bring supplies
to the combatane. Bennatt was sienpatheti e to the caase buther padfian rajacad
the use of foree for any objedive. Jacob and Cousins weare both symopathet o
but Jacob was iving In Watarford at the tirme, and Cousine had armigratad o
India. The working lives of these sx continued throughowr the 10205, 10505
and 10402, and In sorne cacas longar, for five of tharn In the Ich Braa Stare and
later the Republic of Ireland, and for Cowsine in India. Again Galway is the
exceptlon udh lass s known of har political views bacausa the sourcas are so
scarce. he spent the last alght years of her life from 1020 in the new MNorthern
Ieland State,

Theaparzonal dranrernes of thae wormen allowad tham to rarain actlve
in public life. Most weae unencuwnberad with 2 husband and children, Only
Couslne and Sheshy Skeffington married. The Cousine appax to have dacidad
not to have children Sheshy Skeffington was of course widowed under
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howandous clronretancas and did have a son. Bt che aso had a family drela
and friends whom she could =ll on to help lock affer ki Jacob, Wolony,
Falway, [yon and Bennatt rarmained urrrarrled and financlally independant.
Howevear, 1t was an lndependence that they worked for. Priendship and
cormpanlonship dso gave these women ramendous supp art. Sheehy skeffingron
had a mlent for friendship and mwnbered Cowslns, Lamn, Jacob, Molony and
Bannatt smongst har dose frliands Bennatt lved for many years nearby har
friend and companion Helen Cheneviz; Lynn lived with adaleine ffrench-
IWhallen, wwhile Molony lved for thirey yaws with Bvalyn 7 Brian, Galweary,
again, s an exception in thatlitde is Imowm of har personal life and friendships.
Wea rnust be carveful not to rand too rmach into thesa {1l endships but they clawly
offerad witd ermotlona support to these womesn.

sour cas for sorne of these wornen's livas are raativdy genarcus. The papars
of Praneis and Hanna Sheshy skeffington, housed in the MNattonad Library of
[raland, conslst of latters, dlarles, speaches, neascartings, photographs and
aphanara. The collaction raeflacts the hustory of Ireland from about 1000 to
1048 and 1s arguably one of the most undeusad sowrces avallable to Irsh
historlans. Swrprisingly, glven her cwrrent obsewity, thee 1= also 2 ;aperh
collect on of papers relating to Bosarnond Jacob, again awvailable in the Mational
Library of reland Jacob kept & daly diary frorn 1807 to the fime of he deathin
1o that records her fealings, her fMendships, and her politica and sodal
irer olvarnent Thera is also a substantial colladion of rnanuseripts ragarding her
plays, poarre and nowvels. Her flendship with sheehy skeffington 1= evident
frorn the correspondence avallable In the Sheehy Skeffington Papars. Jacob’s
papers offer a varitable history of ferminist activiam in [reland wo the 10805 The
dlarlas and papers of Hathleen [smn, housadin the Booyal Collage of Physldans
of Iraland, are also a wondarful sowres and provida the historlan not only wiath
parsonal Informaton but patloads Informatlon about health care and headth
prowislon ln twentlath-cantury Ireland. Couslns wrote a Jolnt autoblography
with her hushand James and this can be augmented by the sollection of her
papas that eist In Indla. In conmrast Wolony, Galway and Bannatt are rathar
aluslve figures and the search for their lives required substantial historieal
detaetion. Thae are no colladlons of pesona papars and maoach abour thay
lives can be glesned only from working through officlal papars such as wada
unlon rlnutes, govarmumant raports and thaly correspondanca that 1= prasaryad
in other personal eollations. The absence of personal papes claarly has an
lrepact on how 2 public indivi dual 1z rarnerch arad or weitten about. Sornatirnes
they are the ones most quickly forgotten. Howewver, coplous papers do not
alwamys racalt In recognitlon and Jacob’s life 1= proof of this.

The purposa of this book 15 to bring to ight the range and axtant of thesa
wrornen's sontrlbutl ons to Iidh lifa, tolink that in with thelr pesona sparianeas
and to ralse questions about the connediors betwean faminiam and politieal
actlon. Thee are clear exarnples within these blographies of the correlations
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that existed batwean parconal drowmstness and politieal actlviom, betwean
lssuas of gende and the nature of the state which was In many ways profoundly
pattlarchal. It 1 mpossible to generalice about the exparlencas of Insh women
In these dars des and while thare are sirilarities in the v es of thesa wormen and
aven in thalr political activian, the e are also many divegances and paradonas.
Howr could sheehy Skeffington, for instanee belong to a pacifist organisation
and et support rmilitant republicanizn? Purther | she and Bannart hald sharply
divargent views on the relation batwesn pacifian iand natlonalisrm bus -arorked
dosay togatha for many vears. How could Bennat and Walony haad the [nch
Wornen Worlers Unlon, campalgn wlgorously for women's right to equality
with rmen in the worlplace, and yet both accapt that wornen roight be battar
off in the home? Hanna sheehy skafington, noted for her egalitarianizm, had
sarvante yet searnad to have no confliet owvar har #ight to a public lifa whila
sorneone alse did the housewarle. The saarch for solutlors to such apparent
paradores deepens our understanding of the politieal, sodal and econormicrsalinas
of a spadfic parlod and of how lmpartant the historleal contaest 1o in the formaton
of politieal thinking. These wornen st be vlewed In the sattiing of thar tme
and place Undarstanding how thay came to hold the views they did can alzo
highlight possible snomalies and ov e -simplificatlons in sorne of owr own presant-
day amltudes. What Is most arldent In tha livas and worle of all of thesa wrormen
Iz the level of tolarance they had for the vieas of othars and the mportncs
they gaveto debate and argarment as 2 reans of resolving condlier.

Oy in the case of Sheshy Skaffington did a falrly rounded portrsdt alr eadsy
axist, and in her contibutl on hera Margarat Ward focuses on the interaction in
cheehy Skdlington’s politieal thinking and activieam between her faninian and
har oppostion to lrmparlaian The other chaptes sadh prasent an outline of &
Iifa that was up to now bttla known In any detal They open up the rangs of
Intarasts and actlvlamns of slx women whose lives, objectives and achiavanents
wara rarnatkable by any standards. In dolng o they have ind dentally axposad
the equally remarkable neglact by historians of these women’s conrlbuton to
Irich history and the devaloprment of Iish sodery. Damian Doyle's smady revaals
the Intell actaal and historiecal interest of B ossmond Jacob’s novels. She located
har chara ctars at the cenw e of ey entand sencitve politieal avents and axplorad
a cornplex range of experlences and parspactives. Inpresdve aso 1s ha exly
eritlque of the tendaney of natlonallst movaments to repeat the rapressva
conforrnity irmposed by the imperialian they opposad. MNall Ragan dooanents
Healana IWolony's adhlevarnant as an acdaimed leading actrass with the Abb ey
Theatre and her comrminnent to socialist republicanizm ¥et hear cormmiltrent
to the wormen of the [rish Women Workears Union (DWW waras so greas that
she abandoned ha acding caresm and awtiled he sodalist activiny for thai
salea, Ivladb Riusne enplains the plonesring contribution of Kathlaen [yon to
madical research on tubarculosis and ha holistic approach to the healtheara of
childran, an approach whidh cormbined sdentlfic medicine with the need for
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lawa. Mataararthy also 1= her Inter astin the educatlonal 1deas of Warla Wontassarn
at a thne when thess ware seen by many as danger cusly radical. Catherins
Candy’s racaar ch opens up the long and ramarkable caree of IMargarar Cousine
in India, whare she becwne a major figure In the Indlan wormen’s movernent
while retaning her attachrnent to Iraland. Throughour her lifa che beliavad
both that the women’s moverment tansended all natl onal boundaries, and that
at the sumatime theralivy of cultral dffe e hadto beacoaprad and respactad
Biosemary Cullen Cwwans shows Louwle Banmett throughout her long life
staadfastly cormblning an uncomprormizsing paclfian and comrninnent to
negotlatlon with an equally uncompromising oppositon to nperialiom and
irjustice. Allied to her srong laadership qualitias thesa madae her a formidabla
player in Irich society. Tleng the seanty avallable avidence The asa Morlarty
follomas the achiavarnant of Wy Galweasy, who rosathroagh the rankes to bacome
[raland’s firet full-tirne farnale wadae-union offidal. Galway as a person rarmaines
the most duslve of thess women which 1= partleularly frustrating sinee, unlika
the other women In this book, she was one of those wamen who as a group
ranaln shadowy, the rank and file wada-unionists and workes The authors of
sorne of the stadles In thiz boak have alveady praparad or are In the process of
prepaing full-langth blographies or smadies and these should add substantially
to our knowladge of Irish history in the twrentath cantury.

A mprhaer of aress emege that Invite further raserch. While it cannot ba
clalrnad that thase wormen forrn a reprasantativ e saepla, 1t s striking herar fr to
the ldt most of then were in thelr political beliefe and amivisrn Fowr of therm,
sheshy Skaffington, Jacob, Molony and Limn war e saparatiste who rajectad tha
Treaty. Yat theirs was no simple or narrow natlondism From the beginning
thelr natlonallzm was Lnlad to thelr farminist conmriltment, and so from the
start thay ware aware of tha dangars of exclusion and polalsation All deralopad
towards meore complex positlons which ineoporated awareness of lneguality
bataraan classas as wall as batwaen the semes Dhaing the 19208, o308 and
104 05, while chowch and sate bemme inerassingly antl- sormrmanist and the red
seare took hold, they ramained comwmitted to sodalist prinecples. All four
gravitated to theldtwing whidh led to push the republican mov ement towards
a corapritrnent to a soclallst worlers” rapublie. The studies in this bool: point to
the potentlal of firthe recesardh Inte the politied thinking, in the broadast
sanca, of thess women and ther lika-minded eolleaguas, partioalaly In tha
confaxt of the srreant Inte ast In the Interactlon of natlonalism and republicanian
in Ireland

Thestudias of Galway, Wolony and Bennett point to another ares of interast,
the diffar encac batween the sxpelance of wormen In the older crafi-basad unions
and the new wmlonian. In Balfast Wary Galway rose through tha rankes of union
raanbars to becorne & pald crganising sacretuoy of the Textila Opaativas’ Sociaty
of Ireland. By confrast the mpetas for the foundation of the Iish Womean

WDI’I‘.’.E‘ES Ul’]j.Dn ]J.'.I. Du]:il].n CATTIE ﬁ'I:II'.ﬂ 1.'-].'.|.E TLE%Ar L:Il'.lll:il'.llﬂn W].'.Ilﬂh alm&d at
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organielng unslkillad worlears, The PR sat out to bring hitharto unorganicad
wommen Into a wade unlon. Afrer Della Larlan’s inital brief tanure, Molony,
Bannett and Haden Chenevir, middla-class wwornen invited In frorn outsl da,
dorninated 1tz laadarship.

Thepolitical wlaws of the women studiad hare avolved ovaer thar lifatimes,
affected and influenced by their individual experiences, and by thar contact
with natlonal and Internatlonal politles, If raland was, as has oftan beaen dalrmad,
Insalar these wormen proved to be rernarkably Internationalist in thelr outd ook
Many rravallad to Arnariea, Bousdla and through Burope attending confarancas
and seelking funding for their projects. They correspondad with collaagues of
sirnilar interasts throughout Barope and In Arnariea. Tharae was little that was
parochia about thelr views o thoughts.

As racarch into the history of Irish wormen continuas it will bacome even
more obwlous that there ware many Iich wormen who remained politiedly
actlvae throughout the faentleth centuy whoselives daserve to be Inv estlgatad
COne can think 1rwmaediataly of women sudh as Profassor Wary Haydan, Ware
Comerford, Helena Coneannon, Lily O'Brennan, Agnes O Farrelly, Lilian
opendar, Halan Chenavin, and thare are ruany others, whose activian has gone
unrecorded. This volurme placas the lives of saven “forgotten’ women in thalr

politiesl and soclal contane and opens the way for firthar srady of thair lives,

7 For recent etadi e in mineteanth-ceantary biggraphy eee Iary Cullen and Mana
Luddy (ede), Women, Fower and Consdousness in 1gih-Centty Treland: Eighé
Biggrphisl Swdies (Tubling 1004).



